THE LIFE OF KING JEHOSHAPHAT   (2 CHRONICLES 17:1 TO 20:37)

There is much that we can learn from this man’s life.  In this study we will see how God blessed King Jehoshaphat because of his love and commitment to the Lord.  However at the end of his life he also made some wrong associations which caused much destruction in his life.  In studying this man’s life, many keys can be seen as to how to lead a God glorifying life which is full of purpose and great blessings. Several Godly principles and traits can be learnt as we look at the life of King Jehoshaphat in the above passage of Scripture.
1) JEHOSHAPHAT EXPERIENCED THE FAVOUR OF GOD AS HE CONTINUALLY PUT GOD FIRST PLACE IN HIS LIFE       (Matthew 6:33) (Hebrews 11:6) (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

“Now the LORD was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the former ways of his father David; he did not seek the Baals, but sought the God of his father, and walked in His commandments and not according to the acts of Israel. Therefore the LORD established the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah gave presents to Jehoshaphat, and he had riches and honour in abundance.” (2 Chronicles 17:3-5)

2) JEHOSHAPHAT HAD AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD AND DELIGHTED HIMSELF IN THE THINGS OF GOD (Psalm 16:11) (Psalm 37:4) (Psalm 27)

“And his heart took delight in the ways of the LORD; moreover he removed the high places and wooden images from Judah.” (2 Chronicles 17:6) 

3) JEHOSHAPHAT WAS ALSO ACTIVE IN MAKING THE WAYS OF GOD KNOWN TO OTHERS (RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTS A NATION) (Psalm 14:34) (Proverbs 11:30) (Mark 16:15) (Romans 10:14-15) (Matthew 28:18-20)   (2 Timothy 2:2) (Daniel 12:3)

“Also in the third year of his reign he sent his leaders, Ben-Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and Michaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah. And with them he sent Levites: Shemaiah, Netaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tobadonijah-the Levites; and with them Elishama and Jehoram, the priests. 

So they taught in Judah, and had the Book of the Law of the Lord with them; they went throughout all the cities of Judah and taught the people.  And the fear of the LORD fell on all the kingdoms of the lands that were around Judah, so that they did not make war against Jehoshaphat.”

A Nation is blessed when it has Godly leaders. As Christians we should be actively sharing our faith with the unsaved and helping to disciple new believers.

4) AS JEHOSHAPHAT WALKED WITH THE LORD HE BECAME INCREASINGLY SUCCESSFUL (Matthew 25:14-23) (1 Peter 5:6)

“Also some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat presents and silver as tribute; and the Arabians brought him flocks, seven thousand seven hundred rams and seven thousand seven hundred male goats.   So Jehoshaphat become increasingly powerful, and he built fortresses and storage cities in Judah.” He had much property in the cities of Judah; and the men of war, mighty men of valour, were in Jerusalem.” (2 Chronicles 17:11-13)

5) JEHOSHAPHAT ALWAYS SOUGHT TO KNOW GOD’S WILL (Proverbs 3:5-6) (Proverbs 16:3) (Isaiah 55:7-8) 

After forming an alliance with King Ahab through marriage into his family, King Jehoshaphat was asked by Ahab if Judah would also join Israel and come against Ramoth Gilead. King Jehoshaphat said, “...I am as you are, and my people as your people; we will be with you in war.” (2 Chronicles 18:3) 

HOWEVER JEHOSHAPHAT ALSO SAID TO KING AHAB  

“Please inquire for the word of the LORD today.”  

     
     (2 Chronicles 18:4)

AFTER 400 PROPHETS WHO WERE GATHERED BY KING AHAB SAID THAT GOD WOULD DELIVER RAMOTH GILEAD INTO THE KINGS HANDS, JEHOSHAPHAT SAID,

“Is there not still a prophet of the LORD here, that we may inquire of Him?”  (2 Chronicles 18:6)

“So the King of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is still one man by whom we may inquire of the LORD; but I hate him, because he never prophesies good concerning me, but always evil.  He is Micaiah the son of Imla.” And Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king say such things!”             (2 Chronicles 18:7)

MICAIAH PROPHESIED THE DEATH OF KING AHAB IF THEY WERE TO GO TO WAR AGAINST RAMOTH GILEAD 

(2 Chronicles 18:16-22)

6) THERE ARE ALWAYS SEVERE CONSEQUENCES OF REJECTING THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD.  
KING AHAB DESPISED THE WORD FROM THE PROPHET MICAIAH, WHO PROPHESIED HIS DEATH AND DESTRUCTION IF HE WENT OUT TO WAR AGAINST RAMOTH GILEAD. KING AHAB SCORNED THE PROPHET’S COUNSEL AND WOULD DIE IN THE ENSUING BATTLE 

AFTER RECEIVING THE PROPHETIC WORD FROM MICAIAH, KING AHAB SAID:

...“Take Micaiah, and return him to Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the king’s son; “and say, “Thus says the king: “Put this fellow in prison, and feed him with bread of affliction and water of affliction, until I return in peace.”’” 

But Micaiah said, “If you ever return in peace, the LORD has not spoken by me.” And he said, “Take heed, all you people!” (2 Chronicles 18:25-27) 

7) GOD DELIVERS THOSE WHO TRUST IN HIM. GOD SPARED JEHOSHAPHAT BUT AHAB DIED IN BATTLE (Acts 5:17-21)          (Acts 5:29-34, 38-39) (Acts 12:1-12) (Acts 26:15-18)
Despite being set up as a target, God saved King Jehoshaphat’s life:

“So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead. And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and go into battle; but you put on your robes.” So the king of Israel disguised himself, and they went into battle. Now the king of Syria had commanded the captains of the chariots who were with him, saying, “Fight with no one small or great, but only with the king of Israel.”

“So it was, when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, “It is the king of Israel!”  Therefore they surrounded him to attack; but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LORD helped him, and God diverted them from him.  For so it was, when the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him.”                             (2 Chronicles 18:28-32)

King Ahab in his disguise however, died as Micaiah had prophesied

“Now a certain man drew a bow at random, and struck the king of Israel between the joints of his armour. So he said to the driver of his chariot, “Turn around and take me out of the battle, for I am wounded.  The battle increased that day, and the king of Israel propped himself up in his chariot facing the Syrians until evening; and about the time of sunset he died.”  (2 Chronicles 18:33-34)

“Then Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned safely to his house in Jerusalem.” (2 Chronicles 19:1)

8) JEHOSHAPHAT HAD A HEALTHY FEAR OF THE LORD AND ENCOURAGED THAT TRAIT IN THE JUDGES THAT HE APPOINTED (Proverbs 1:7) (Proverbs 14:27)

“Then he set judges in the land throughout all the fortified cities of Judah, city by city, and said to the judges, “Take heed to what you are doing, for your do not judge for man but for the LORD, who is with you in the judgment. “Now therefore, let the fear of the LORD be upon you; take care and do it, for there is no iniquity with the LORD our God, no partiality, nor taking of bribes.”

“And he commanded them, saying, “Thus you shall act in the fear of the LORD, faithfully and with a loyal heart.” (2 Chronicles 19:5-7 &9)

9) JEHOSHAPHAT KNEW HIS STRENGTH AND HELP WOULD COME FROM GOD ALONE

When King Jehoshaphat was told that a great multitude of people from Moab, Ammon and others were coming from Syria to do battle with him, he immediately sought the Lord. Jehoshaphat humbled himself before the Lord.  (2 Chronicles 20:1-2) 

“And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. (2 Chronicles 20:3) 

10) JEHOSHAPHAT KNEW THE ABSOLUTE  IMPORTANCE OF PRAYING TO GOD

“So Judah gathered together to ask help from the LORD, and from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD.” (2 Chronicles 20:4)

11) JEHOSHAPHAT KNEW HIS GOD AND THAT HE COULD RELY ON GOD FOR HELP (Hebrews 13:5-6) 

“Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new court, and said, “O LORD God of our fathers, are You not God in heaven, and do You not rule over all the kingdoms of the nations, and in Your hand is there not power and might, so that no one is able to withstand You?                         (2 Chronicles 20:5-6) 

JEHOSHAPHAT ALSO RECOUNTED GOD’S FAITHFULNESS TO ISRAEL IN THE PAST

“Are You not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel, and gave it to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever.”           (2 Chronicles 20:7)

GOD PROTECTS AND RAISES UP THOSE WHO CONTINUALLY PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM (Daniel 3:8-30) (Daniel 6:10-28)

12) JEHOSHAPHAT KNEW THAT GOD INHABITS THE PRAISES OF HIS PEOPLE WHEN WE CHOOSE TO PRAISE GOD IN TIMES OF DIFFICULTY WE BEGIN TO SEE IMPOSSIBLE SITUATIONS BEING TURNED AROUND (Acts 16:25-26)
“And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the LORD, and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying:


“Praise the LORD, 


  For His mercy endures forever.”

Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had came against Judah; and they were defeated.”  (2 Chronicles 20:21-22)  
13) BECAUSE OF HIS DEPENDENCE ON GOD JEHOSHAPHAT SAW GOD DESTROYING ALL OF THE PLANS OF THE ENEMY

“For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir to utterly kill and destroy them.  And when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another.  So when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the multitude; and there were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had escaped.” (2 Chronicles 20:23-24)  

14) TOWARDS THE END OF HIS LIFE HOWEVER, JEHOSHAPHAT ALLIED HIMSELF WITH A WICKED KING FROM ISRAEL AND ALL HIS WORKS WERE DESTROYED.    


       (2 CHRONICLES 20:35-37) 

HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE FINISH OUR CHRISTIAN WALK STRONGLY (2 Timothy 4:6-8)
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